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OUR MISSION: Learning to reflect the light and love of Jesus Christ into a world loved by God. 

12/1  Advent Breakfast/Crafts 

12/10 Ornament Exchange 

12/14-15 New Members Received  

12/16 Newsletter Deadline 

12/17 Church Council 

12/24 Office Closed at noon 
Christmas Eve Worship 

 5pm, 7pm, 9pm 

12/25 Christmas Day-Office Closed 

12/31  New Year’s Eve 
 Office Closed at noon 
 

 

Special dates in January, 2020 
• New Year’s Day, January 1 
• Epiphany, January 6 
• Baptism of the Lord, January 12 
• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25 
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 20 
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Dove Tales 

Angels 
Corner 

We are all angels 
with only one wing.  

We can only fly 
while embracing 

each other. 
—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to Eric Morrison, Eric Olson and 
Mike Jolls for connecting the internet to 
the sanctuary computer...  

… to all the childcare providers during 
the 8:30am worship service… 

… to all who donated to the Eternal 
Light Fund in memory of Patti Moyer 
and Ron Isaacs… 

… to Ann Taylor, Jennie Zweifel, 
Howard Olson, Linda Middleton and 
Ruby Collins for their continued 
prayers for all of us on Wednesday 
mornings (9:30-10:30am) … 

… to Lourdes Olson for attending the 
Bishop’s Convocation for Pastor 
Jeremy… 

… to Leah Daniels for the beautiful 
fleece blankets for NPHY… 

… to Faye Bastarache and Norma 
Kesling for preparing for three 
baptisms: Duncan Pettit, Henry Pettit 
and Emma Signoretti…  

… to Tim Beasley for playing the 
traditional worship services when 
needed... 

… to Jennie Zweifel and Ruth Ann 
Isaacs for answering phones for Loretta 
when she’s not in the office… 

… to Dick Kovach for leading the 
Finance Team for many, many years... 

… to Dwight Hempel and the 
Stewardship Team for preparing us for 
Consecration Sunday… 

 

 

… to Mark Myers for coordinating the 
Cleanup Day of our church… 

… to all who turned in their 2020 
Pledge Card… 

… to all who donated food for the 
Thanksgiving Baskets and especially to 
Judy Caison and her family for 
collecting and delivering them… 

… to the Fellowship Team for hosting 
the Pie Fest and ALL who donated 
pies… 

… to Corey Schaefges for preparing 
bread for the HBO Ministry. 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS 
WORKING TOGETHER 
TO DO GOD’S WORK 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $2,244 through October for the 2019 general budget. 
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church. 

Thrivent Financial Members 
Do you know you earn “Thrivent Choice Dollars” every year for your investments and insurance through Thrivent Financial?  If you 

go to your account at Thrivent.com, you can see how much you have earned.  These earnings can be designated to a non-profit 
organization (including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church).  If you don’t designate it – it goes away!  If you would rather,  
call 1-800-847-4836, then ask to direct your Choice Dollars.  In 2018 we received $1,608 and so far in 2019, $2,244.   

Thank you Thrivent members for your donations. 

 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS October 2019 Year-t0-date 

Ministry Program Income $  30,839.94 $319,218.05 

Ministry Program Expenses $  26,562.09 $302,017.11 

Difference $    4,277.85 $  17,200.94 

Debt/Building Income $    5,248.00 $  48,037.50 

Debt/Building Expenses $    6,193.00 $  61,930.00 

Difference $    - 945.00 $ -13,892.50 

NET INCOME $   3,332.85 $    3,308.44 
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Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church 
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931 

(702) 645-1777  FAX (702) 645-8107 
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlasvegas.org 

Web site: http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org 

ELCA: www.elca.org 

WORSHIP HOURS 
(Nursery Provided) 

Saturday Worship 

 Traditional 5:30pm 

Sunday Worship 
 Contemporary 8:30am 
 Sunday School 9:45am 
 Traditional 11:00am 

OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday-Thursday 8am - 4:30pm 
 Friday 8am - 12:00pm 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor Jeremy Nausin 
Pastoral Intern          Lourdes Olson 

Music Worship Leaders 
Traditional               Faye Bastarache 
Contemporary                David Bruley 
Office Manager Loretta Block 
Custodian Karl Seum 
Groundskeeper Terry West 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Mark Myers, Pres 702 498-1901 
Cindy White, VP 702 243-5647 
Jim Cassidy, Secty 630 388-8706 
Michele Anderson        702-540-0637 
Sheila Caison              702-596-2082 
Janet Saterlie 702 658-8042 
Marsha Stephenson 702 645-4316 
Jennifer Vaughn 702 655-8794 
Caroline Trunoske Youth Rep 
Eileen Miers Recording Secretary 
Dean Chapman Treasurer 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor/Layout: 

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042 
E-Mail: jackolynh@aol.com 

Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block 
 

Pastor Jeremy Nausin 

 

Turning the Divine Jewel to See God 
from Another Perspective.   
“And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age. ” Matthew 28:20b 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Creator 
and Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The time of Advent is upon us again.  Not only 
is this an exciting time of year given that 
Christmas is almost here, but also, it is an exciting time of year because as a 
church we enter a new year.  Part of the coming new year means that we will 
focus on the Gospel of Matthew and the Old Testament readings that focus on 
major Genesis narratives, the covenant with Moses, and the establishment of 
Israel in the Promised Land. The second, New Testament, readings are from 
Romans, Philippians and 1 Thessalonians. 

These readings are purposefully put together, as Matthew speaks to the 
fulfillment of prophecy and the faithfulness of God in the covenant that is 
established in Genesis and that is lived out in communities of faith.  Matthew 
writes to a community of people who have been desperately awaiting the 
Messiah, and now have been thrown into a world that is intensely debating 
whether Jesus was in fact the chosen one.  Matthew is the second gospel 
written and draws a lot of its material from the Book of Mark.  But Matthew 
gives us a different perspective.  This testimony tells of the fulfillment of God’s 
promises that were spoken through the prophets and now has come to 
incarnation in Jesus Christ.  Through Matthew’s lens, we see a different depth 
than the Gospel of Mark.  While the original writing of Mark leaves the story 
without seeing the Resurrected Jesus, Matthew leaves us with the Great 
Commission.  Each of these gospels has been a blessing to one another, 
because it appears that God has worked not through just one of their 
perspectives but has connected them all into being a powerful testimony to the 
intentions of God.   

I want to challenge us this new year, to be mature readers in our scriptural 
studies.  One of the examples of maturity in our reading that the Bible and our 
Revised Common Lectionary schedule offers us, is to remember that we have 
been blessed with four different Gospels.  We have been blessed with each of 
those Gospel’s differing perspectives.  Each has similarities, each has 
differences.  But together they offer us a rich and abundant picture of God, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Consider what each Gospel says and doesn’t say.  
Luke speaks often about Samaritans as the heroes of His parables.  Mark 
hardly ever mentions them.  John speaks of the fullness of God’s divinity.  
Matthews speaks of the importance of the incarnation.  Let us remember that 
the point of our Scriptures is not to figure everything out; as if it were a life 
manual with all the answers.  No, the purpose and blessing of our Scriptures, is 
that they draw us closer to God.  They remind us that God is with us now and 
to the end of the age.  They encourage us to look more like Jesus in the world.  
They remind us that we have been given a Holy Spirit that journeys with us 
every moment.  This Advent season let us seek the God of Life within the Word 
of Life.  Amen. 
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Council President

 

 

Mark Myers 

 

Luke 2:10-15 

10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. 11 Today 
in the town of David, a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will 
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels 
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

 

 

 

 

 

Advent, what a wonderful time of year this is.  As we begin 
the Christmas season, we start to see an amazing 
transformation in people.  They start to smile more, maybe 
they will hold a door open for you more frequently, and in 
recent years more people are daring to say “Merry Christmas” 
instead of “Happy Holidays”.  Carols are starting to play on 
the radio, and a feeling of joy can be felt everywhere you go.  
What better feeling is there than when you hear a carol being 
played that you remember as a child?  That carol transports 
you back to a time when Christmas was so magical. 

Along with all the excitement of the season comes an 
avalanche of social pressures and expectations.  TV ads are 
constantly bombarding you with “that prefect gift” that is a 
must to be found under the tree.  Then there is that ever 
present countdown…“there are 17 days left before Christmas” 
or “there are 11 shopping days left”.  Each one of these 
countdown warnings send chills down your spine as you 
recalculate the things that still need to be accomplished.  “I 
need to mail my Christmas cards”, “what do I buy for Uncle 

Ned”, or “we haven’t even gotten our tree yet”, and on and on 
it goes. 

Let’s take a breath and focus on the season of Advent.  Here is 
what the ELCA has to say about Advent. 

“Advent is the first season in the church year, 
comprising the four weeks before Christmas. The 
word “Advent” comes from the Latin, “to come,” and 
the church has observed Advent as weeks of 
preparation since the fifth century with themes of 
watchfulness, preparation, and hope infusing this 
season. Together we both anticipate the celebration 
of God’s coming in the form of the Christ child and 
the final coming of Christ in the time to come.  Blue 
or purple is the appointed color for the season.” 

The message of Advent is so easily blurred by the 
commercialism of Christmas.  When things get too hectic, 
try to focus on what it is that we are truly celebrating 
during this time of year.  God’s greatest gift to us is the 
salvation that comes through his Son and our Savior. 

Here at Holy Spirit, the season of Advent is alive and 
thriving.  During December, you will have the 
opportunity to help make the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus more special to those in need.  Beginning on the 
weekend of December 1, the Angel Tree will be loaded 
with gift tags that you can select.  These gifts will go to 
those who may otherwise receive nothing at all.  Also, 
Marsha Chapman heads up a gift drive for the Nevada 
Partnership for Homeless Youth.  Usually, other giving 
opportunities at Holy Spirit present themselves at the last 
minute. 

There are also many different opportunities to give 
outside of our congregation.  The Marines Toys for Tots 
drive or the Salvation Army sponsored toy drive.  Local 
radio and TV stations also conduct toy drives.  You can 
donate to Lutheran Social Services of Nevada.  The Las 
Vegas Rescue Mission collects donations for homeless 
children.  You can donate to local food pantries. Many 
workplaces offer employees the opportunity to give toys 
to those in need.  There are coat drives.  Even Catholic 
Charities of Southern Nevada website has a wish list of 
things that are needed.  Whatever moves you, please give 
generously during this time of year. 

Thank you to those who volunteered their time to clean up 
our building to get ready for Advent.  Also, thank you to 
all of you who work so hard for this congregation to make 
this season special and those who give of your time 
selflessly year-round.  You and your support make our 
congregation such a warm and loving spiritual home. 

Have a happy and safe Christmas season.  May you find 
Joy and Peace during Advent and throughout the year. 
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Stewardship

I 

Time-Talent-Treasure 

“BEING HOLY GROUND” 

As we write this article, Consecration Saturday/Sunday has 
just taken place.  We observed many pledges being dedicated 
for God’s work, but at this time do not have any information 
on the amount of pledges received.  Results of the pledge 
drive will be reported in the weekly bulletins and the January 
Newsletter.  Thank you for your commitment to the work of 
Holy Spirit BEING HOLY GROUND. 

Dwight Hempel, for 
Stewardship Committee 

 
 
 

Stewardship for Advent and Christmas 

Many of us cherish everything about the Christmas season -- 
except those incessant advertisements telling us to buy this 
and by that.  We ask, “Where’s Jesus in all this 
commercialism?”  

This is the right question.  Though it asks us to examine every 
aspect of our lives, stewardship particularly challenges us to 
question the role money plays in our personal lives and our 
culture.  

Christmas presents are wonderful expressions of love that 
makes both giver and recipient feel good. At the same time, 
we want to be wary of advertising’s lure to make us 
overspend, or to think that the cost of our gift is proportionate 
to our love.  

Most of all, we need to be sure that the main point of our 
Christmas is not the gifts we give, but the gift we receive from 
God – Jesus. Here are some ideas: 

 Challenge yourself to spend less for presents this year. Set 
a budget and stick to it.  

 Attend worship regularly in Advent and Christmas.  

 Give some handmade presents: A scarf or hat, a photo 
album, a batch of fudge, a card, a poem. 

 Prayerfully read Advent daily devotions (Richard Rohr’s 
Preparing for Christmas is amazing!). 

 Give your time: a concert together, a shared meal, a day at 
a museum, a walk in the woods  

 Use an Advent calendar to help you remember all that 
God has given you. 

 Give service: wash a loved one’s car, help clean the 
garage, paint a room, babysit for an evening. 

 Play Christmas music that has religious themes (More 
“Silent Night,” less “Frosty the Snowman.”) 

 Instead of buying a present, make a donation to a 
charitable organization in honor of your loved one (or 
check out ELCA Good Gifts!).  

 Make a generous year-end contribution to your 
congregation. 

Our thoughtful practices for Advent and Christmas not only 
make for good stewardship of our time, talents, relationships 
and money, they also help us to draw near to Our Lord and 
experience God’s greatest gift to us.  

Rob Blezard 
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by 

permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for 
www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an assistant to the 

bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod. He blogs at 
www.thestewardshipguy.com  

 
 

Many happy returns 
Somehow, not only for Christmas, 

But all the long year through, 
The joy that you give to others, 

Is the joy that comes back to you. 
And the more you spend in blessing 

The poor and lonely and sad, 
The more of your heart’s possessing 

Returns to you glad. 
—John Greenleaf Whittier 
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   Children’s Ministry 
 

 The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults 
  through Christian Education and Fellowship. 

 

Blessings to all of you as we celebrate 
this most wonderful season of the 
Church year!  With the beginning of 
the Advent season we prepare our 
hearts to celebrate one of the most 
joyous times of the year!  The birth of 
our Savior Jesus!  I pray that all of you 
will have a truly blessed and joyous 
Christmas!  

 
What better way to start out this 

beautiful season than with the annual 
Advent Breakfast on December 1, 
between worship services.  The 
Fellowship team always provides a 
delicious breakfast!  Children's 
Ministry team will again be hosting 
Craft making during the Advent 
Breakfast in the Sunday School 
classroom area.  All ages are welcome 
to join in the fun!  Parents of young 
children are encouraged to join their 
children in making crafts and 
memories together.  

We will also provide socks, water 
bottles and a small snack to assemble 
"sock kits" for you to take to hand out 
to a person in need whom you may 
encounter in your travels around the 
city this month.  

There will be NO Sunday 
School on December 1 due to this 
special Advent event.  

The first Sunday of the month is 
celebrated in Sunday School as “Feed 
the Hungry Sunday” though, so it 
would be great if everyone attending 
the Advent Breakfast brought a non-
perishable food item to put in the 
“house” in the Fellowship Hall to be 

donated to Lutheran Social Services of 
Nevada.  

Our Sunday School children are 
looking forward to singing and acting 
out the wonderful Christmas song 
“The Friendly Beasts” during the 5 
o’clock Family Christmas Eve 
Service.  We will send home a copy of 
the song for you to practice it with 
your children.  We would really 
appreciate it if you help your children 
learn the words to the song at home.  
We have already started learning the 
song during the Sunday School 
Opening time, however any additional 
support for this by parents/ 
grandparents is greatly appreciated!  
We will send home further 
information about this as we get closer 
to Christmas Eve. 

We will meet for Sunday School 
on December 22 for one more practice 
of our song/part in the Christmas Eve 
service.  Please let your child’s 
Sunday School teacher know if your 
child will not be present for the 
Christmas Eve service.   

There will be NO Sunday 
School on December 29.  Sunday 
School will resume on January 5, 
2020.  Please 
remember to bring a 
non-perishable food 
item for “Feed the 
Hungry Sunday” on 
January 5 if you are 
able. 

Have a Merry and 
Joyous Christmas! 

Grateful and Blessed 

Gwen Jolls 
 

 
Congratulations to the following 

Sunday School students with 
Perfect Attendance for  

October 2019: 
 

1st/2nd Grade 
Carolina Caison 
Jayda Caison 
Za’kia Clark 

 
3rd-6th Grade 

Ikaika Alcantra 
Isabella Quarnstrom 

Zania Smith 
 
 
 

November 10, 2019 
Was a special day here at Holy 

Spirit Lutheran Church 

We celebrated the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism with two families and  

three children: 

At the 8:30am worship service we 
welcomed Duncan and Henry Pettit, 
children of Karen and Ellery Pettit 

and grandsons to  
George and Kris Byrns. 

At the 11:00am worship service 
we welcomed Emma Irene 

Signoretti, daughter of Rebekah and 
Ben Signoretti.  

Welcome to God’s Family! 
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Community ~ Outreach

I 

 
 

Hello Holy Spirit!  

The weather is getting colder and 
thoughts of Christmas fill the air. 

The Harvest Festival was an amazing 
success.  There were plenty of Trunk or 
Treat trunks and there were many, many 
families and individuals who attended.   
The weather was perfect.  I again want to 
thank Michelle Anderson-Beck who did 
a wonderful job organizing just as she 
has in the past.  I want to thank all of 
those involved in the preparation and 
serving of food and all of the activities 
that were provided.  Thanks to everyone 
who donated candy, food, prizes and 
their time. 

Once again, our congregation has stepped 
up and provided food for the 
Thanksgiving baskets which were a 

wonderful thing that we could do for the 
families in need in our community.   

Our last Open-Air Market was a success 
and we are going to have another Open-
Air market on Saturday December 21.  
We will again give fresh food and 
produce to the community at large.  It is 
so awesome that we have the opportunity 
to participate in these events and are able 
to support those in the community who 
don’t have enough. 

We will have an angel tree project this 
year.  At this time Judy Caison has four 
families registered.  The Angel tree will 
be put up in the fellowship hall as usual 
and the names of the individuals will be 
hung so that anyone can choose which 
gift to provide and to whom.   

The next general assembly for the 
Nevadans for the Common good will be 
Tuesday, January 9, 2020 at 7:00pm, at 
the Green Valley Methodist Church 
located at 2200 Robindale Road in 
Henderson.  We will be voting on our 

new lead organizer, Anna 
Ing, who will be joining us in February.   

Sadly, Courtney Dufford, who has been a 
great leader for the past four years, will 
be leaving us to return to her home state 
of Iowa to be the lead organizer there.  If 
you have any questions please contact 
Sandy Hughes, delegate to NGC, 702-
326-7835.  If you are planning to attend 
and would like 
to carpool from 
the church, 
contact Mike 
Jolls. 

Christmas is 
always a hustle 
and bustle 
season so 
remember to 
take care of yourselves. 

Stay Blessed, 

Jennie Zweifel 
 

 

Prayers of the Church

Alleluia! God, you are resurrection. Bring joy 
to your church as we spread the good news 
that Jesus is risen. Lead us to proclaim this 
message with persistence and confidence.  

Alleluia! God, you are creator. Open our 
eyes to the first fruits of new life around us: 

to budding trees, nourishing rains, warm breezes, and freshly 
tilled soil. Inspire our gratitude and renew our commitment to 
stewardship of the earth.  

Alleluia! God, you are reconciliation. You show no partiality 
among the nations, but instead call all people to the way of 
peace. Bring an end to conflict and division. Renew leaders and 
advocates for peace with a commitment to the common good.  

Alleluia! God you are strength. Awaken hope and perseverance 
in all who need to hear a word of life this day; those who are 
hungry, anxious, oppressed, despairing or sick. We pray 
especially for: Virginia Bartholomew; Jim Caison; Roy 
Cameron; Marcia Chapman; Betty Davis; Lillian Dilworth; 
Larry Eilers; Helen Geraci; Susan Hicks; Joe Hauser; and 
Robin Holman. 

Also, in our prayers Olivia Hopkey; Jo Jirousek; Dave 
Johnson; Rena Jordan; Suzanne Klimek; Donna Lawhead; 
Lou Lund; Jimmy McDonald; Bob Nance; Jean Pritchett; 
Keith Quirk; Ray & Corey Schaefges; June Wall; Terry 
West; Nancy Wier; and Mary Wonola.  

We pray also for family and friends: Kelly, Art, Mickey, Chris, 
Zoey, Lindsey, Terry and Jimmy Dean. 

We pray for Dick Moyer and those mourning the loss of his 
aunt, Violet and LaShone Manning and all mourning the death 
of her father.  Surround them with your loving arms and grant 
them peace and comfort in this time of grief.  

Alleluia! God, you are life. We give you thanks for all the newly 
baptized, who by water and your word are forever joined to 
Christ’s death and resurrection. Embolden all who share this 
baptized life and renew us in faith and in action.  

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come 
near to us with your saving help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord. Amen. 
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Worship & Music Ministry

.

Chrismons 

Chrismons are Christmas 
decorations that depict events in 
Christianity and the life of Christ. 
Traditionally, they are white and 
gold: white symbolizes that Christ 
is pure and perfect, and gold 
represents His Majesty and Glory. 

In 1957, Chrismon ornaments were 
made and displayed on a 
Christmas tree at the Lutheran 
Church of the Ascension in 
Danville, VA.  They were 
originally designed by Frances 
Kipps Spencer, who coined the 
word Chrismon by combining  

Christ and monogram.  Since their 
beginning, the idea of Chrismons 
has spread to other churches. 

Holy Spirit’s Chrismons were 
cross-stitched by various members 
of the church and are on our 
Christmas tree in the sanctuary 
during the Advent/Christmas 
seasons.  We have 41 different 
designs.  If you’d like to make a 
Chrismon for our Christmas Tree, 
please contact me. 

During the time the tree is up we 
will have a Chrismons chart in the 
narthex/lobby. 

 

 

The Chrismons below symbolize: 

1) Holy Communion 
2) Chi Rho – first two letters 

of the Greek word for 
Christ 

3) Crowned Heart 
4) Cross with descending 

Dove (Holy Spirit) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Faye Bastarache 

 

 
Please join us for 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Tuesday, December 24 

Family/Children’s Worship 
5pm 

Contemporary Worship 
7pm 

Traditional Worship  
9pm 

 

Advent Breakfast/Craft 

December 1 
9:30 – 11am 

Join us for a delicious 
breakfast and make an 

Advent Craft! 
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups
 

.

 
 

 

 

Women of the ELCA 

“Beauty from Ashes” was the theme 
of the Women’s Fall Retreat of the 
Women of the ELCA Grand Canyon 
Synod, November 8-9 in Mesa, AZ.  

Friday evening after reading 
together the purpose statement of the 
WELCA, our keynote speaker, Rev. 
Cannon Debbie Royals challenged us 
to define what the theme meant.  I’m 
still pondering how we get beauty 
from ashes, but after a forest fire, the 
earth renews itself.  The Japanese have 
an art form that repairs broken pottery 
with gold to make something 
beautiful.  You can probably think of 
your own examples. 

Next, Rev. Debbie asked us to 
turn to our neighbor and introduce 
ourselves.  It’s hard to go below the 
usual: name, family, and profession. 
What she wanted us to think about is 
this statement: “You can’t know 
whose you are until you know who 

you are.”  She gave a meditation in 
which we visualized Jesus coming to 
our house and opening the door to a 
room we want to keep closed.  He 
takes out the thing we want to keep 
closed away and blesses it, then 
quietly goes away.  Afterward she 
asked how did we feel.  My feeling 
was like a weight being lifted.  Many 
others expressed the same feeling. 

Saturday was devoted to 
information on the Phoenix Dream 
Center hands-on workshops.  I should 
mention here that I was glad to have 
Jane Seum and her sister Gale join 
me for the Retreat. Jane’s comment to 
me was that she would like to have 
heard more about the Dream Center.  
Their motto is “Find need and fill it. 
Find a hurt and heal it.”  The center 
found a need and hurt in human 
trafficking.  Phoenix is the 15th 
highest city in the US for trafficking. 
(I wonder where Las Vegas fits?)  A 
pimp can make $150,000 - $200,000 
per victim per year.  We heard about 
the model that rescues women and 
men and provides shelter—the kind of 
designer room like the young person 
has never had; medical care, on-site 
high school; and behavior counseling. 
One stop shopping. No need to leave 
the safety of the Dream Center. The 
participants learn that Knowledge is 
power!  The presenter packed a lot 
into 30 minutes. 

In the sanctuary, we had a chance 
to exercise our creative side in prayer 
by decorating a tile, write a prayer in a 
labyrinth, use a button for a prayer 
starter, make bag of gratitude stones, 
and pray for specifics by eating a 
handful of M&Ms.   

A second workshop encouraged 
us to keep our mind, body and spirit in 
balance of with healthy eating.  The 
third workshop was a chance for a 
time of guided meditation.  The day 
ended with a beautiful worship 
including communion. 

Jane and I hope more of our Holy 
Spirit women will join us for the next 
event of the WELCA coming up 
Saturday, January 18, 2020 at Christ 
the Servant, Henderson.  The 2020 
Gather Bible Study with the author Kit 
Kleinhans is celebrating the 50 years 
of women’s ordination in the Lutheran 
Church.  Dr. Kleinhans is calling the 
study “Vocation and 
Calling." I 
participated in one 
of her studies a few 
years ago and it was 
terrific. Save the 
date and plan to join 
Jane and me. 
 

Judi Hempel 
 

  

Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth 

We took a full car of donations down to 
the NPHY drop-in-center.  They were happy to 
see us.  A couple of staff helped us unload. 
There was one young man “Q” who also 
helped.  He had been in the program only a 
short while but was very interested in what we 
were doing.  We shared what Holy Spirit does 
for NPHY.  He was very thankful and happy 
with our help. 

This is the first time we were down there 
and there was no snack food on the kitchen counters. 
Thankfully we had some snacks and drinks with us and they 
dug right in.  

Christmas is just around the corner and we should soon 
have the wish list from the Independent Living Youth.  The 
list will then be made available for people to sign up.  Patti 
Cassidy applied for a grant from Thrivent for $250 to 
purchase full-sized hygiene items.  We need LARGE 

Christmas bags for the items on their wish list.  We also need 
MEDIUM-sized bags for the hygiene items, such as soaps, 
shampoos, toothpaste, tooth brushes, body wash, lotions etc.  

You may not be familiar with the phrase ‘Independent 
Living Youth’.  These are young people who were homeless 
but are in school and/or have a job and are learning to take 
care of themselves in one of the NPHY owned housing units. 
NPHY has a great support system with 
social workers on site to help the youth 
move forward.  If you have any questions 
please ask any of the ladies from W.I.T.S. 
about NPHY. 

Thanks to our Holy Spirit Lutheran 
Church Family for all the prayers, support 
and donations. 

Marcia Chapman 
W.I.T.S 
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces 

 
Jo Jirousek  12/4 
Bill Foreman 12/6 
Bob Nance  12/6 
Darren Cleveland  12/7 
Rebecca Cleveland 12/7 
Debbie Metzger  12/9 
Patti Cassidy  12/10 
Carol Spitzer-Hanisch  12/10 
Jill Chenicek 12/11 

 
Susan Hicks  12/14 
Naomi Nausin  12/15 
Andy Russo  12/15 
Victoria Toma  12/16 
Terry Winkel  12/17 
Mary Kay Lein  12/19 
MiKayla Bell  12/20 
Don Cleveland  12/22 
Charisma Hayden  12/22 
Carol Foreman  12/24 
Merna Mobley  12/26 
Carol Townsend  12/26 
Lori Bruley  12/28 

 
Mike & Gwen Jolls  12/5/87 
Rich & Linda Cohn  12/5/98 
Ray & Devra Betts  12/9/72 
Jim & Judy Caison  12/9/75 
Bill & Carol Foreman  12/15/12 
Mike/Penni Alexander  12/18/89 
Carl & Jo DeRousse  12/22/67 
Stan & Mirium Tsui  12/22/84 
 

Steve Saterlie  12/11 
 

 

Ornament Exchange 
 

The annual Women’s Ornament 
Exchange will once be again be held 
at Norma Kesling’s home, December 
10.  Festivities begin at 6:30pm. 
Please bring a wrapped ornament 
($10), as well as an appetizer (finger 
food) to share with others. 
 
 

Angel Tree 
 

The Angel Tree is up in the 
Fellowship Hall, filled with names of 
“angels” who could use a smile on 
their faces this Christmas.   

Judy Caison has included names, 
ages and type of gift, which each 
person has especially requested, on 
individual tags.  Please take a name or 
names, and when you have purchased 
and wrapped your gift, be sure to 
attach the name tag of the “angel” to 
the gift and return to the church by 
December 15.   

Our congregation is very generous 
with their gift giving each year.  
Thank you everyone for the ‘gift of 
giving’! 

Dan Mayer  12/29 
 

 

 
We would like to thank our loving 
church family for all the prayers, visits 
and cards while Marcia was in the 
hospital and rehab.  

GOD BLESS YOU ALL 
Marcia and Dean Chapman 

Thank you for all the prayers while I 
spent time in the hospital.  After 
surgery and fighting an infection I am 
at home!  Thank you all for your 
notes, cards, and visits.  

Blessings, 
Terry West 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Our family has been blessed by our 
Holy Spirit family and friends.  We 
were touched with the outpouring of 
love and support we have received 
since the sudden loss of our 
granddaughter, daughter and sister, 
Jasmine LeFevre.  We truly 
appreciate all that you have done for 
us during this difficult time.  We love 
and appreciate you all and can never 
repay the many kindnesses you have 
shown.   

With sincere gratitude, 
Gordon and Lynne Bogner,  

Paige and Holli LeFevre 
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Community Partners

I 

 
Don't Miss the 2nd Annual 

Family Promise of Las Vegas 
Online Auction 

 
Great items are up for bid and you will be 
helping homeless families in the Las 
Vegas Valley! 

You'll find tickets for Las Vegas Golden 
Knights games and signed sports items, 
getaways at some of the best hotels in 
Las Vegas, dinners, shows, jewelry and 
so much more! 

Go to www.fplv.org and click on the 
auction link or 
www.biddingowl.com/FPLV to get 
directly to the auction before it ends on 
December 6, 2019.  We're sure you'll find 
something you like for yourself or 
someone on your gift list.    

 

 
There many ways, both big and small, 
that YOU can help Lutheran Social 
Services do all the great work that we 
do.  For example, you could:  

Volunteer- Many of our programs rely 
on the strength and dedication of our 
volunteers.  From organizing the 
DigiMart to helping with our Senior 
Meal Program, we have opportunities 
to fit many schedules and levels of 
ability and commitment. If you are 
interested in volunteering, e-mail 
Tristan Hightower at 
tristan@lssnv.org. 

Give - Gifts, both physical and 
monetary, are what enable us to serve 
so many in the Las Vegas Valley 
community.  We accept monetary gifts 
online here, or you can e-mail 
info@lssnv.org to arrange for another 
method of giving. We also accept 
donations of food, vehicles, gold, 
silver, and jewelry. I f you are 
interested in donating items or other 
methods of giving, please e-mail 
Tristan Hightower at 
tristan@lssnv.org. 

Help us while you shop by using 
Smith's Community Rewards or 
Amazon Smile!  Once you sign up 
with Smith's or Amazon Smile and 
register as a supporter of LSSN, we 
will get a portion of every purchase 
you make at no additional cost to you. 
Be an advocate.  Help those in need in 
your community find us.  Tell your 
friends and family about Lutheran 
Social Services of Nevada and the 
work that we do.  Encourage others to 
get involved, attend our events, and 
support our work. We are stronger and 
more impactful together. 
 

 

 

Martin’s Mart 
  

WANTED 

Martin’s Mart is in need of 

VOLUNTEERS 

If you have any time to offer 
Please call 

Judy Schacht 702-204-4601 

REWARD 

Working with neat volunteers 
and a wonderful sense of 

helping those in need. 

NOTICE 

We need clothing, 
appliances,  

odd dishes, pots, pans, 
books, knick-knacks, etc.  

Bring them down to the 
shop at 1219 S. Main Street

(If you have any  
questions, ask our own 

Sally Magnuson—she has 
volunteered at  Martin’s 

Mart for years!) 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS ~ DECEMBER 2019 
 TIMES December 1 December 7/8 December 14/15 December 21/22 December 28/29 

 

5:30pm XX 
Sue Mayer 

Kathy Dalesandre 
Joanne Engler 

Janice Schrumm 
Jimmy & Nancy  

McDonald 
Jay & Eileen 

Miers 

8:30am 
Rich & Marsha 

Stephenson 
Stanley & Mirium 

Tsui 
Keith & Jackie 

Hopkey 
Carol Townsend 

Terri Veach-Geiger 
Loretta Block 
Mirium Tsui 

11:00am 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
Bill & Sharon  
Wilderman 

Jennie Zweifel 
Thelma Esteban 

Merna Mobley 
Karen Dunn 

Ann Taylor 
Sharon Manning 

       

 

5:30pm XX 
Sue Mayer 

Kathy Dalesandre 
Joanne Engler 

Janice Schrumm 
Jimmy & Nancy 

McDonald 
Jay & Eileen 

Miers 

8:30am 
Terry & Mary 

West 
Lynne Cavalieri 
Loretta Block 

Jim & Patti 
Cassidy 

Sheila Caison 
Dean Chapman 

Dick Moyer 
Gordon Bogner 

11:00am 
Michael & Karen 

Harris 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
Allen & Jennifer 

Vaughn 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
Shamika Manning 
Shante Manning 

       

Assisting 
Minister 

5:30pm XX Victoria Toma Dick Kovach Don Cleveland Darin Franklin 

8:30am Sally Magnuson Sandy Hughes Ruth Ann Isaacs Zachary Bell-Nance Charlie Kesling 

11:00am LaShone Manning Jennie Zweifel Mark Middleton Karen Harris Judi Hempel 

       

Child Assistants 8:30am 
Leilani Hanisch 
Ikaika Alcantara 

Jayna Broude 
Carolina Caison 

Julius Quarnstrom 
Bella Quarnstrom 

Leilani Hanisch 
Ikaika Alcantara 

Carolina Caison 
Jayda Caison 

Nursery Care 8:30am 
Karen Pettit 

Holli LeFevre 
Mary Kay Lein 
Makayla Powell 

Erin Nausin 
Makayla Powell 

Peggy Kennedy 
Douglas Caison 

Kathy Moses 
Holli LeFevre 

Acolyte 11:00am Jayla Bowens Jeremiah Anderson Daniel Vaughn Jeremiah Anderson Thaddeus Nance 

       

 

Prepare Sally Magnuson Norma Kesling Sally Magnuson Mirium Tsui Sally Magnuson 

5:30pm XX Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache 

8:30am Mirium Tsui 
A 

Jill Chenicek Sally Magnuson Mirium Tsui Sally Magnuson 

11:00am Ann Taylor Jen Anderson Jennifer Vaughn Ann Taylor Jen Anderson 
       

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:30 Church Office/702 645-1777 
 11:00 Ann Taylor/702 823-3182  Altar Guild: Norma Kesling/702 645-4727  

 
December 1, 2019 First Weekend of Advent Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 
December 7/8, 2019 Second Weekend of Advent  Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
December 14/15, 2019 Third Weekend of Advent  Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
December 21/22, 2019 Fourth Weekend of Advent  Isaiah 7:10-16; Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25 
December 24, 2019 Christmas Eve  Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2;11-14; Luke 2:1-14 
December 28-29, 2019 First Weekend of Christmas  Isaiah 63:7-9; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 

DECEMBER 
LESSONS 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8:30a Contemporary 12p Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Prayer time 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 9a-4p Nar Anon
   Worship NarAnon 6p 9:30a Women in the 10:30a Bible Study Narcotics Anon 6:30p Conference
9:45a Advent Breakfast/   Spirit 12p Senior Meals 7p Pub & Theology 3p Mutual Ministry
  Confirmation 12p Senior Meals   (Aces & Ales)   Team Meeting
11a Traditional Worship 2p Worship & Music Abundant Life Worship 7p 4p Bible Study

Abundant Life Worship 2p   Team Meeting 4p Rejoice Band
Abundant Life Worship 6p 5:30p Traditonal

  Worship

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:30a Contemporary 12p Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Prayer Time 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals Tole Painters 10a
   Worship Genealogy Writers 5p 9:30a Women in the 10:30a Bible Study Narcotics Anon 6:30p 4p Bible Study
9:45a Sunday School/ NarAnon 6p   Spirit 12p Senior Meals Abundant Life Worship 7p 4p Rejoice Band
  Confirmation Genealogy Group 6p 11:30a Executive Comm. 5:30p Traditonal
11a Traditional Worship 12p Senior Meals   Worship

Abundant Life Worship 2p 6:30p Women's
Abundant Life Worship 6p   Ornament Exchange New Members

      Received

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:30a Contemporary JANUARY 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Prayer Time 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 8-10a Open Air
   Worship NEWSLETTER 9:30a Women in the 10:30a Bible Study Narcotics Anon 6:30p   Market
9:45a Sunday School/ DEADLINE   Spirit 12p Senior Meals Abundant Life Worship 7p 10a Scrapbookers/
   Confirmation 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 4p Bible Study
11a Traditional Worship NarAnon 6p 6:30p Church Council 4p Rejoice Band

Abundant Life Worship 2p Genealogy/Web 6p 5:30p Traditonal
Abundant Life Worship 6p   Worship

New Members
Received

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:30a Contemporary 12p Senior Meals CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS Narcotics Anon 6:30p 4p Rejoice Band
   Worship NarAnon 6p WORSHIP DAY Abundant Life Worship 7p 5:30p Traditonal
9:45a Sunday School DNA Study 6p 5p, 7p, 9p OFFICE CLOSED   Worship
   Confirmation
11a Traditional Worship

Abundant Life Worship 2p OFFICE CLOSES

Abundant Life Worship 6p AT NOON

29 30 31 1
8:30a Contemporary 12p Senior Meals NEW YEARS EVE
   Worship NarAnon 6p
11a Traditional Worship

Abundant Life Worship 2p
Abundant Life Worship 6p

OFFICE CLOSES

AT NOON
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Holiday Brunch Casserole 
Taste of Home - Prepare overnight – pop in the oven Christmas morning 

 4 cups frozen shredded hash brown potatoes, thawed 
 1 pound bulk pork sausage, cooked and drained 
 1/2 pound bacon strips, cooked and crumbled 
 1 medium green pepper, chopped (or substitute lg can green chiles) 
 1 green onion, chopped (or regular onion, if desired) 
 2 cups shredded cheddar cheese, divided 
 6 large eggs 
 3 cups 2% milk 
 1 cup reduced-fat biscuit/baking mix 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 

In a large bowl, combine the first five ingredients; stir in 1 cup cheese. 
Transfer to a greased 13x9-in. baking dish. 
In another bowl, whisk eggs, milk, baking mix and salt until blended; pour over top. Sprinkle with remaining 
cheese. Refrigerate, covered, overnight. 

Preheat oven to 375°. Remove casserole from refrigerator while oven heats. Bake, uncovered, 30-35 
minutes (some reviews said longer) or until a knife inserted in the center comes out clean. Let stand 10 
minutes before cutting. 

Nutrition Facts 
1 piece: 366 calories, 25g fat (11g saturated fat), 131mg cholesterol, 971mg sodium, 16g carbohydrate (4g sugars, 1g 
fiber), 19g protein. 

 
 

Food for the Spirit 
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